November 2025

Reflection From the Rector’s Desk

By The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Bauer

‘ ‘ Stewardship is not merely about what we give; it is
about how we live. It’s about the shape of our hearts.

Each autumn, as the light
begins to soften and the air
carries that first whisper of
change, the Church turns its
heart toward a season that is
at once practical, and yet,
deeply spiritual: steward-
ship. It’s a time when we
pause to remember...that all
we have—our time, our tal-
ents, our resources—are
gifts from God. And it’s a
time to consider how we
might return a portion of
those gifts in gratitude and
in love. At first glance, stew-
ardship can seem like a per-
functory conversation about
budgets, balance sheets, and
annual pledges. But at its
heart, it’s something much
more profound. Stewardship
is about relationship—our
relationship to God, to one
another, and to the world
entrusted to our care. It asks
us to see everything we have

not as possessions to be
hoarded, but as blessings to
be shared; not as burdens to
be managed, but as opportu-
nities to participate in God’s
ongoing work of creation
and reconciliation.

In Scripture, we’re reminded
again and again that every-
thing begins and ends in
God’s abundance. “The
earth is the Lord’s and all
that is in it,” sings the
psalmist (Psalm 24:1). And
in that truth lies a quiet invi-
tation: to live not from fear
or scarcity, but from trust.
The call to stewardship, after
all, is not God’s demand but
God’s gift—a way of align-
ing our lives with divine
generosity, of learning what
it means to give as freely as
we have received. And when
Jesus tells his followers,
“Where your treasure is,

there your heart will be al-
so” (Matthew 6:21), he
speaks not only of money,
but of devotion. Because our
treasure is whatever we val-
ue most—our time, our at-
tention, our creativity, our
love. In other words, stew-
ardship is not merely about
what we give; it is about
how we live. It’s about the
shape of our hearts.

One of the most precious
gifts we can offer in our hur-
ried, distracted age is the gift
of time. Time spent in pray-
er. Time spent in worship.
Time spent listening, visit-
ing, cooking, serving, men-
toring, showing up. These
are the quiet acts of love that
sustain the life of our parish
and deepen the bonds that
make us a spiritual family.
Because when we offer our
time, we’re saying, “You
matter. This community
matters. God’s mission mat-
ters.” Every choir rehearsal,
altar guild preparation, out-
reach meal, and vestry meet-
ing is an act of steward-
ship—a way of consecrating
our hours to the service of
something larger than our-
selves. Indeed, to give time
is to make space for grace.
It’s to live counter to a cul-
ture that prizes productivity
over presence. It's to remem-
ber that, as the poet Mary
Oliver once wrote,
“Attention is the beginning
of devotion.” To give our
time is to be present to

(Continued on page 2)
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Reflection

God’s unfolding work, both within us and
around us.

And each of us has been gifted by God in
unique and unrepeatable ways. Some of us
sing or teach or write; others fix, paint,
plant, organize, bake, or pray. Stewardship
asks us to recognize these gifts not as acci-
dents of personality or training, but as
channels of grace—ways through which
God’s love becomes tangible in the world.
When St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he
described the Church as a body with many
members, each essential to the whole.
“Now there are varieties of gifts,” he said,
“but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4).
This reminds us that no one person holds
all that is needed. It’s only together that we
can embody the fullness of Christ’s love
and compassion. As such, offering our
talents to the Church—whether through
music, liturgy, outreach, or administra-
tion—is not about self-promotion or duty.
It’s about joy. It’s about discovering the
deep gladness that comes when our gifts
meet the world’s need, when we realize
that the Spirit is working through our
hands and voices to heal, to build, to bless.
As Frederick Buechner famously wrote,
“The place God calls you to is the place
where your deep gladness and the world’s
deep hunger meet.” That meeting point is
stewardship at its most creative and life-
giving.

But of course, stewardship also involves
our material resources. To speak honestly
about money in the life of faith is to
acknowledge that it carries power—power
to do good, to heal, to support ministries
that transform lives. And when we make a
financial pledge to our parish, we’re not
simply paying dues or covering costs;
we’re making a statement of faith. We’re
saying that the mission of the Church mat-
ters enough to us that we’ll sustain it with
what God has entrusted to us. We’ll recall

that in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus observes
a widow placing two small coins into the
temple treasury. It’s almost nothing, and
yet it is everything. “Truly I tell you,” he
says, “this poor widow has put in more
than all the others” (Mark 12:43). Her gift
is an act of courage and trust, not in her
own sufficiency, but in God’s. And that
same trust lies at the heart of every pledge,
regardless of amount. Because when we
give out of gratitude rather than obligation,
our giving becomes sacramental—an out-
ward and visible sign of inward grace.

A pledge is also a spiritual discipline. It
helps us be intentional about how we order
our lives and priorities. It invites us to
make giving part of our rhythm of faith,
just as we make time for prayer or worship.
It helps ensure that our parish can plan
faithfully, dream boldly, and respond com-
passionately to the needs within and be-
yond our walls.

And so, ultimately, stewardship is not
about filling a budget—it’s about forming
disciples. It teaches us that we are not the
owners of what we have, but caretakers. It
invites us into a pattern of generosity that
mirrors God’s own. When we give our
time, our talents, and our treasure, we par-
ticipate in a holy exchange: we offer what
we have received, and in the offering, we
discover that grace has multiplied it. And
the paradox of generosity is that the more
we give, the more we find ourselves
blessed. Not always in the ways we ex-
pect—sometimes not materially at all—but
in the quiet joy of knowing that we have
participated in something enduring and
good. We become part of the ongoing story
of God’s love made visible in this commu-
nity—through baptisms and burials,
through laughter and tears, through out-
reach, music, prayer, and shared meals.
Every pledge, every hour volunteered, eve-
ry note sung, every act of kindness extends

that story just a little farther into the world.

And so as we enter this season of steward-
ship, I invite you to listen for how God
may be calling you to give—of your time,
your gifts, your resources. Listen for where
your deep gladness meets the world’s deep
need. And remember that in offering our-
selves, we are not depleting something, but
joining in the divine economy of abun-
dance and grace. May this be, for all of us,
a season of gratitude, renewal, and faith.
May we give joyfully, knowing that what
we offer helps build a Church where love
i1s made real—where all are welcomed, and
Christ’s presence is known. And may our
stewardship this year reflect the generosity
of the One who gives us everything, asking
only that we love in return. In Christ,

Rick+

Parish Office Hours

Parish Office Hours Scepter Production Staff If you're the last person to leave
Tuesday- Friday: H. J. “Mac” Mill di i -
L oo J. "Mac™ Miller the building following Sunday ser

Parish Administrator

hj_miller@outlook.com

vices or an event, please take the

Michelle Bontl Photos by: time to make sure all the lights are
el ey Mary Snyder tumed off (including the rest
starleo1328@yahoo.com g
rooms) the thermostat is reset and
the doors are locked.
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Vestry

By Mary Gibson

The Vestry met on Sunday, October 19th
and with Father Rick firmly back from his
sabbatical journey it was a meeting rich in
strength of spirit and energy to consider
how we might best ensure the continuing
vitality of our parish community over the
coming months and years. Vestry mem-
bers support decisions related to program
planning, the allocation of financial sup-
port across various ministries and parish
needs, and governance around the future
needs of the St. Edward’s community.
After a summer with some significant ex-
penditures for unexpected events, such as
the cleanup and repair of water damage in
the parish hall, Father Rick reported that
we had one of the highest September giv-
ing months in several years, putting us
ahead of budget for the month and in a
solid position as we approach the end of
the year. The vestry remains mindful of
the need for thoughtful deliberation and
decisions impacting both operational and
investment assets as we turn the corner on
anew year.

Given the change in seasons, some ex-

Military News

penses, such as snow removal, are on the
horizon for the upcoming winter months
although they will be offset somewhat by
additional miscellaneous income from new
“rentals” of space to outside groups, ex-
pected stable energy costs, and favorable
communications costs, secured by a new
contract for the next two years. Re-sealing
the stained-glass windows in the coming
weeks will help prevent further water dam-
age to the window area as well as conserve
energy. Volunteers, rather than a commer-
cial service, will be helping to clean up
damage from recent flooding of the Swarr
Run stream and stabilize the streambanks
on church property, saving costs there.
This month, there were no initiatives on
the agenda up for approval by the vestry
giving members time to consider fresh
ways to extend and amplify our digital and
optical presence to a wider community as
well as establishing new partnerships with
other community service-oriented organi-
zations that could help us explore and cre-
ate new ministries, such as Creation Care,
and energize sustaining ones. Someone in
the congregation with experience in grant
writing, or knowledge of someone who
does, might help identify state or other
funding sources that could secure funds to
steward care for the stream and land
around the property. Scouting organiza-
tions and other service groups can also be
sources of help in various areas. There was
some discussion as well about potential
external sponsorships, as allowed, for cer-
tain parish events.

Work continued from summer into fall
with projects giving St. Edward’s a fresh
look in several important “digital” places.
The website has recently been undated, to
better showcase our presence in the com-
munity, offering fresh content on various
pages as well as easy to find links to our

YouTube Channel for videos featuring
Sunday services and ministry events.
Links to several years of the Scepter
Newsletter connect readers with an inti-
mate portrait of who we are, what we
believe, and how our ministries impact
the lives of people in our community.

As we head deeper into fall and the up-
coming holiday season, our stewardship
and ministries will partially rest on the
growing success of two important fund-
raisers, the Basket Raffle and the Christ-
mas and Cookie Craft Sale. The Basket
Raffle is quickly coming up, taking
place during our All Saints Day Pot
Luck luncheon on Saturday, November
Ist! As of the last update from Michelle
Bentley, we were about $900 shy of our
goal of $7000 for this year’s event!
Weekly announcements describe how to
purchase raffle tickets as well as details
about the luncheon, and the craft sale.
Please note that the two Halloween
themed baskets will be raffled off on
Sunday, October 26th so the lucky win-
ners will have them in time for Hallow-
een! More details to come!

The ongoing virtual Facebook Market
Place Yard Sale, organized and managed
by Beth Lynch, continues to add to mis-
cellaneous income. If you have any
higher-value items you’d like to part
with this way, contact Beth or Michelle
Bentley. Items that have sold well in-
clude furniture, small kitchen appliances,
and home décor.

Check out the fresh décor in the Parish
Hall! The small “trees” many decorated
during the Stewardship Drive last year, a
creative expression of our church build-
ing experience, have been beautifully
framed and installed along with a piece
of wall art that repeats, in a larger for-
mat, the design of the small framed

(Continued on page 4)

Please keep in your prayers those
close to us who are serving in the
military.

% Richard Mutari

Please advise Michelle Bentley in the Par-
ish office or HJ Miller@ Outlook.com if
these names should remain on our list:

* Justin Carnahan

* Brandon Fox

* Gordon Frankenfield
* Matt Fuhrman

* Jack Hawk

* Drew Johnson

* William Justice
* Anthony Koser
* Alex Kube

* John Lewis

* David Peck

* Capt. Andrew
Pfeiffer

* Mike Spurr

* David Sternberg
* Clayton Tennies
* Connor Tennies
* Evan Westgate
* Seamas Whitesel
* 1% Lt. Thomas Whitesel
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Our Church Family Outside the Pews

Harrison Kline (First on the left) with
his team that won the Penn State IM
Soccer league.

Emily Casey curated an exhibit at the Spencer Museum of Art in Lawrence Kansas on
the topic of her signature course, Art and the Sea. Rayelenn had the privilege of at-
tending a gallery talk in late September.

Vestry

(Continued from page 3)

trees. Keep an eye on weekly email mes-
sages and issues of the Scepter! We
have, in additional to our ongoing minis-
tries such as the Hempfield Pantry Food
Bank, many opportunities coming up in
November and December. Have some
fun and share your faith and love by
marking your calendars for the Turkey
Drive, Jesse Tree, ALERT Sock Drive,
and a fresh take on the tradition of Krist
Kindling! Watch for details about each
Irons twins would make Louis of these continuing ministry traditions!

Armstrong proud

James and Beth Lynch Game night.

The Vestry works to help secure the
growth and legacy of our spiritual com-
munity and your commitment and sup-
port make it possible to extend St. Ed-
ward’s legacy far into the future.

Thanks to Father Rick, Bob Mosebach,
Michelle Bentley, and all our ministry
leaders and volunteers for making all
things possible!

Mary Snyder and Jodi Good. Sunset at

Rick and Freda Dombach at the Fulton Cape May
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Kid’s Corner

Oliver’s Great Grandson

Alexander James Oliver, born
September 28, 2025

Great grandson of Bob and Nancy
Oliver

8 Ibs. 9 oz.

Bob and Nancy Oliver's Grandson,
Mathew, and baby Alexander.
Everyone is doing great!

Bible Quiz

James 1:17 reminds us about the source of every
blessing. According to this verse, how is God de-
scribed?

A. The one who changes like shifting shadows
B. The giver of wisdom to the faithful
C. The Father of heavenly lights who does not
change

D. The one who rewards those who are generous

N

\

HSQIETS,

(L1:1 sowe 99Q) D IoMSUY
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Won't You Host a Coffee Hour?

Pictures by Mary Snyder
By Beth Lynch

Every week there is an hour between the
services and a coffee hour is hosted by
one of our parishioners. You can be one
of those individuals, It is an easy lift and
help is nearby.

Here are a few things that would help you
understand what hosting Coffee Hour
entails: 1) You are responsible for provid-
ing the snack for the morning, 2) You are
asked to clean up at the end of the coffee
hour, 3) The coffee will be made by ei-
ther Barb Jakiel or Michelle Bentley so
your duty with the coffee is to make sure
it is not running low, 3) Provide the
creamer from the refrigerator and service
any other beverages that may need re-
filled.

That's it!

Parish Hall Update

Roger Kloepping, Mike and Tina Shank

Rick Dombach playing and singing
at Oct 19th coffee hour

When at Coffee Hour check out the stewardship trees

Beautiful addition to the wall as you enter the Parish Hall from the sanctuary
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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The Rahim family gifted us with
special treats for our October

12t coffee hour. This offering of
sweets, made by Muska, along with
sweet and savory foods of their
tradition which they chose from their
marketplace were just delightful. We
are so grateful for the sharing of one
another's traditions and our bond of
friendship.
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Needle Arts

Men’s Group

The Needle Arts Ministry meets Tues-
day at 1 PM in the lounge area.

Members of this group, plus volunteer
crafters, work all year to create a variety
of items for the cookie/craft sale. They
also make items such as prayer shawls
and baptism blankets, as well as hats and
scarves to be donated to any in need.

All are invited to be a part of this enjoy-
able and productive group. Yarn, pat-
terns and “expert assistance” are availa-
ble, so you do not need to have a project
started to join in the fun.

Remember, everyone’s always welcome
to pop up at a Needle Arts meeting on
Tuesdays at 1 PM in the lounge. No res-
ervations required-just bring your sense
of humor with you.

Nancy Oliver and the pillow made by
Barbara O’Brien. Bob says Nancy loved
the pillow so much she hid it, so no one
could steal it.

Saturday Men’s Group: 2nd Saturday of
the month from 8 AM -10 AM. Join us for
two hours of fellowship, including Morn-
ing Prayer. Coffee and donuts will be
served.

Next meeting Saturday, November 8

(O Lord, that \

lends me life,
Lend me a heart
replete with
thankfulness!"
—Wa illiam Shake-

Barbara O’'Brien made this quilted
pillow as a gift from St. Edward’s to
Nancy Oliver.

Nancy Oliver

Moravian Manor Communities
300 W. Lemon St

Lititz, PA 17543

speare

\—
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In Loving Memory of

Reader on Good Friday

Elaine and Fr. Stephen Casey

By Rayelenn Casey

Over 27 years, I’ve had so much to be
grateful to Elaine Radcliffe for. Some-
times I think the Casey family might
never have even come to Lancaster
were it not for Elaine. She and several
others on the St. Edward search com-
mittee in 1998 made the decision that
charted our family’s future to this day,
in calling Stephen to be your rector. In
ensuing years Elaine proved not only to
be a consummate musician and music
director, but a staunch supporter of
every member of our family. Stephen
depended on her as a rector does who
knows he can trust and admire his mu-
sic director. Each in her own way,
Emily and Elizabeth, age 11 and 6 on
our arrival, learnt to love and trust
Elaine.

First piano lesson

And to me — Rayelenn — she became a
confidante and friend. We talked books
incessantly of course. And I really ad-
mired her for her exquisite hosting
skills. Elaine and Wayne could sure
throw a party — complete with unique
appetizers and luscious entrees and
vegetables and conversation starters
and party games. There is a generation
of adults in the church who could never
forget Elaine's generosity in planning
and executing many crazy White Ele-
phant Christmas exchanges, or hot
dogs on the deck gatherings, or parties,
or little candlelight dinners for six
around a congenial table.

In the last three years, since I moved to
Woodcrest at — you guessed it —

Reading stories

Picnics on her deck

Elaine’s urging, we became even clos-
er. I made the trek to her gorgeous
apartment frequently, Emily visited her
with me every time Emily came home,
and the little girls, my grandchildren,
loved her dearly, especially when she
read books to them, told them stories
about skunks at campsites, and guided
their little index fingers to play Twin-
kle Little Star. I hardly know what to
do with myself at dinner these days,
because Elaine and I shared dinner and
conversation most nights a week. Like
many of you, I miss her poignantly,
and will carry in my heart the last
words she said to me just a few days
before she died, at a time when she was
mostly not speaking at all: “Hello,
dear.”

And so I say now: “Goodbye, dear.”

Scepter



Elaine Radcliffe

By Richard & Gail Irons

May of 2020 Elaine called an asked if we had a few moments to listen
awhile! (We were in the midst of Spring season gardening) Elaine was
playing a beautiful piece for us on her piano, which I wish I could remem-
ber; perhaps Eagles Wings!

Such an emotional time in ALL our lives as it was Mothers Day weekend
during COVID! Our hearts about burst with her incredible thoughtfulness

By Michelle Bentley

Elaine called me during Covid and
she was so inspired to do some-
thing, anything, that would connect
us. And, of course, her musical tal-
ent was her gift to share. She asked
if I thought it was a nice idea to just
call up parishioners and play It Is
Well With My Soul from her piano
at home. Who was I to deny this
beautiful and humble request of
ministry! Not only did she call me
one day at church, knowing that I
was here, alone, at the beginning of

and reaching out with her gift of music!

COVID, to play this for me, but she
soothed many a St. Edward soul
with her talent, her caring, and her
peaceful offering in a time when it
was so needed. This "musical gift-
ing" was a true success and landed
her a coveted spot in our 2020
Fundraiser Talent Show and video
that Father Rick put together for our
parish event. Elaine was a special
person and she will be missed. We
give thanks to God for her ministry
to all of us.

At final service as music
director

Wayne and Elaine’s

With Tim Small at ground breaking

parties were memorable

Jan Warshawsky

Rose Dixon, Carl and Carol Cotnoir and

With Emily Casey

Church picnics

Elaine created albums
about St. Edward’s
history from our very
beginning.
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study

Roadmap, myth, or history?
An accessible review of The
Book of Revelation for to-
day's audience.

Conversations with
Scripture: Revela-
tion is the first book in
the Anglican Associa-
tion of Biblical Scholar
Study Series. Written
in accessible language
and sensitive to those
who have little or no
experience in reading
the bible, each book in

Clockwise: Blair Lord, Rick and Freda Dombach, Mac Miller, Meredith and Randy
Westgate, Leslie Arnold, Bob and Jeanne Mosebach and Meredith Lord.

After finishing their study of the Gospel of John via Zoom, the group met in person at Ciro’s.
They convene from 6:30 to 8:00 PM each Wednesday and are currently using the
"Conversations with Scripture" series—a 12-volume set by Anglican Bible Scholars focusing
on individual books of the Bible—for their studies. This series provides a framework for the
group's examination of selected texts. Bob Mosebach facilitates the sessions, during which
participants read, analyze, and discuss various books. Previous topics have included Psalms,
Second Isaiah, Romans, and The Parables, as well as a recent study on the Gospel of John.
Starting October 22nd, the group will begin studying Revelation.

the series focuses on exploring the histori-
cal and critical background, as well as
how the biblical texts written centuries
ago can still speak to readers today.

Frederick W. Schmidt, also the series
editor, explores the approaches that have
dominated the interpretation of John's
Apocalypse and offers the reader an ac-
cessible means of understanding and eval-
uating them. With this grounding in hand,
Schmidt explores how Revelation can
shape our understanding of God, and nur-
ture our spiritual lives in unexpected
ways. Leaving behind “left-behind” theol-
ogy, Schmidt offers instead an approach
that allows this obscure, almost opaque
text to speak to us anew about God, faith,
hope, and justice.

Schmidt is an ordained
Episcopal priest and
holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from Asbury Col-
lege, a master of divini-
ty from Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary, and a
doctor of philosophy
from Oxford Universi-
Frederick W > whe?re his origingl
Schmidt academic work was in
New Testament stud-
ies.
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Lunch and Learn

Our next Friday Lunch & Learn will begin
Friday, November 7™ at 12 noon via Zoom.
We are very excited for our new book Mir-
acles and Wonder - The Historical Mystery
of Jesus by Elaine Pagels. We invite you
to read a synopsis of her work and please
consider joining us in our next session as
we discover, together, how Pagels does
more than solve a historical mystery. She
sheds light on Jesus's enduring power to
inspire and attract.

Her New York Times Bestseller reads like
a historical mystery, with each chapter ad-
dressing a fascinating question and answer-
ing it based on the gospels Jesus's follow-
ers left behind. Why is Jesus said to have
had a virgin birth? Why do we say he rose
from the dead? Did his miracles really hap-
pen and what did they mean?

The story Pagels tells is thrilling and tense.
Not just does Jesus come to life, but his
desperate, hunted followers do as well. We
realize that some of the most compelling
details of Jesus's life are the explanations
his disciples created to paper over incon-
venient facts. So Jesus wasn't illegitimate,
his mother conceived by God; Jesus's body
wasn't humiliatingly left to rot and tossed
into a common grave—no, he rose from the
dead and was seen whole by his followers;
Jesus isn't a failed messiah, his kingdom is
a metaphor: he lives in us. These necessary
fabrications were the very details and
promises that electrified their listeners and
helped his followers' numbers grow.

“This a brilliant and necessary book.

Sober, wise, respectful, and fearless." —

Jon Meacham, author of The Soul of
America

"The depth of spirituality she uncovers
is profound.” —The New York Times
Book Review

Elaine Pagels, née Hiesey (born Feb-
ruary 13, 1943), is an Ameri-
can historian of religion. She is the
Harrington Spear Paine Professor of
Religion at Princeton University.
Pagels has conducted extensive re-
search  into  early  Christiani-
ty and Gnosticism.

Her work has been a personal quest to
understand how people, including
herself, rely on religious belief to
cope with suffering and grief, leading
to a broader and more personal inter-
pretation of faith.

In addition to “Miracles and Wonder”
Pagels is the author of The Gnostic
Gospels (1979), which won the Na-
tional Book Award (Religion 1980)
and the National Book Critics Circle
Award (Criticism 1979). Pagels is also
the author of Adam, Eve and the Ser-
pent (1988), The Origin of Satan
(1995), Beyond Belief: The Secret
Gospel of Thomas (2003), Reading
Judas: The Gospel of Judas and the
Shaping of Christianity (2007), and
Revelations: Visions, Prophecy, and
Politics in the Book of Revelation
(2012).

Page 13


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosticism

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

Pictures by Meredith Aul

Julie Hoff, Randy and Meredith Westgate, Roger

Kloepping, Peggy Hanzleman, Art
Hagan and Mary Gibson

Julie Hoff and Mary Gibson

Ginny Kloepping cooking]!

Peggy Hanzleman and
Meredith Westgate

By Meredith Aul

I was a fortunate attendee at the Guess Who
Dinner at Ginny and Roger Kloepping’s
lovely home on a quiet cul-de-sac in Wood-
crest Villa. Fancy meeting up with familiar
faces from church: Mary Gibson, Art Ha-
gan, Peggy Henselman, Julie Hoff, the
Kloepping, and my “escort” Randy West-
gate. We did not all know each other well,
but I think I can say that we felt welcomed
and at ease from the moment we were greet-
ed at the door.

We gathered around a table of beautifully
presented hors d’oeuvres made by Mary and
Peggy until we were invited to the dining
room for a delicious Italian dinner prepared

Art Hagan, Randy Westgate, Roger Kloepping

by Ginny. The menu included Chicken Pic-
cata and pasta and roasted zucchini. Julie’s
fall salad with greens, cranberries, apples,
and pecans was served “Italian-style”, Ginny
said, after the main course. As if we weren’t
already “stuffed,” we topped off the meal
with a slice of my homemade pumpkin
cheesecake.

What did we talk about? Everything from
our children and grandchildren, places
we’ve lived, Wednesday bible study and
Friday lunch and learn, travel experiences,
and a little about politics (congenially so).
An evening of good food, fellowship, and an
opportunity to inch our way from acquaint-
anceship to friendship!

Deann, Jean & Bob Mosebach, Jack & Donna Esbenshade

By Mike Freshwater

Deann and I hosted Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner at my house. The main entrée was
Greek spaghetti, known as Cincinnati chili.
We made a Greek salad to go with that and
also Deann made homemade cornbread. The
Mosebach brought a charcuterie/appetizer
tray and the Esbenshades brought Greek
pastry desserts, including baklava. I believe it
was the first time for both couples to try
Cincinnati chili. What is different about

Cincinnati chili? Cinnamon and chocolate are
among the ingredients and it’s served over
spaghetti noodles. They learned that two-way
is just the sauce. Three-way has shredded
cheddar cheese. Four-way has the above plus
raw onions. Five-way would include kidney
beans. We didn’t need any icebreaker
conversation starters. In fact, we actually got
to know each other at our backgrounds pretty
well. It was a fun night for all of us.

Page 14
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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

Pictures by Richard Irons and Mac Miller

Mark Espie, Dan Sanders, Donna and Joe Holwager and Rick Dombach

Great food and a fun meal Table before dinner was served

Gail Irons, Mac Miller, Donna and Joe Holwager, Dan Sanders, Richard Irons,
Mark Espie, Freda and Rick Dombach and Rayelenn Casey.

Sir George Waldo considered his
work was done, so he dozed through
the rest of the evening.

This dinner at Mac Miller’s home was a
team effort by Mac, Gail and Richard
Irons, and Donna Holwager. Mac did the
pre-dinner preparation, and then Gail,
Richard, and Donna took over. They
greeted guests, led a quick little game
while we had appetizers provided by
Dan and Mark, and beverages, including
cider, brought by Rayelenn. Then they
served the main course and dessert,
made coffee, and completed the clean-

up.

We had a fun evening getting to know
each other a bit better. Dinner was ham
loaf, baked corn, and potatoes gratin.
Freda brought red beets, red beet eggs,
and a salad. Gail provided apple raisin
bread and rolls, and Donna brought ap-

ple pie.

GW (the cat) contributed a bit of excite-
ment by depositing his half-eaten break-
fast under the table, not to be found until
Rick Dombach went to sit down. Rich-
ard Irons quickly said, "No problem,
I’ve lived with two dogs." He cleaned it
up, assured Rick it was partially digested
kibble, not poo, and dinner proceeded.

Count on St. Edwardians to handle any
situation with grace and good humor.

Kathleen Spencer hosted:
Vince and Barb Czepukaitis

June Klemm

Janet Rumer

Linda Jones

Cindy DiStefano

By Janet Rumer

June Klemm and I really enjoyed our
“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” at
Kathy Spencer's. The food was deli-
cious! It was fun meeting some “10
o’clockers” especially since they live
right here in Willow Valley! Thanks

for thinking of us. And we didn’t Dick and Gail Irons, Mac Miller Donna and Joe Holwager Raylenn Casey and Rick
have to drive far after dark! and Freda Dombach. Thanks to the Irons and Donna Holwager for so much help.
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Ripples of Kindness

Always leave something
behind for the next person

Every morning, seat thirteen waits for a
child who can't afford breakfast, clean
socks, or a late slip—and I leave something
anyway.

My name’s Hank Carter, fifty-seven,
school bus driver, Route 12. I start the en-
gine at 5:45 a.m., the kind of cold where
your breath hangs like a little white lie. The
radio says traffic and budget cuts. I say a
quiet prayer for green lights and kids who
remember to look both ways.

Seat thirteen sits right behind the emergen-
cy exit, left side. All buses have a seat that
tells you a story. Thirteen is mine.

It started last January. We were just back
from winter break, and the town felt like it
had a hangover—too many bills, not
enough hours. A boy I didn’t recognize
climbed aboard late. Hoodie up. Backpack
sagging like it carried bricks. When he
passed me, I caught a smell I knew from
my own childhood: yesterday’s shirt.

He slid into thirteen and stared at his shoes
the whole ride. At school, he waited until
every other kid stood before he moved.
When he did, he left a wet spot where his
socks had bled snowmelt through his
sneakers.

The next morning, I came early with a
brown paper bag. Inside: a granola bar, a
little box of milk, two hand warmers, a pair
of socks I bought three-for-five at the dol-
lar store. I laid the bag on thirteen and
taped a note:

For whoever needs it. No questions.

I didn’t look back in the mirror when the
kids loaded. But when we pulled up to
school, I caught sight of the empty bag,
folded neat, tucked under the seat like it
didn’t want to make a fuss.

After that, thirteen became our secret.
Some days the bag went untouched. Other
days, it vanished before the third stop, re-
placed with a crumpled thank-you written
in pencil that pressed too hard: You saved
my morning. Or: These socks hug my feet.

I never asked names. You don’t put spot-
lights on quiet bridges.

Word didn’t spread the way things go viral
online. It spread the way kindness always
does—sideways, softly. A girl who always
wore her hair perfect left a chapstick in the
bag one Wednesday. A kid who never
spoke above a whisper dropped in a pack
of colored pencils “for whoever forgot
theirs.” A custodian at the depot noticed
my receipts and started slipping me Ziplocs
of cereal he bought on his way in. I told
him he didn’t have to. He said he remem-
bered being fifteen and showing up to
school hungry enough to eat paper.

In March, the principal tried to give me a
certificate. “Outstanding Community Con-
tribution,” printed in gold. I thanked her
and put it on top of the freezer at home
next to the manual for my mower.
Awards don’t warm toes at 6 a.m.

One Monday, a boy I knew—1Jayden, fifth
grade—boarded late, eyes red. He sat in
thirteen and reached for the bag, then
stopped. He pulled back his hand like the
bag might bite. At our last stop, he stood,
grabbed the bag, and carried it down the
aisle. He tapped the shoulder of a smaller
kid with a cast on his wrist and a coat two
sizes too thin.

“Here,” Jayden said. “It’s for you.”

I kept my eyes on the road. My hands tight-
ened on the wheel so hard my knuckles
went pale. Sometimes the bravest thing a
kid does all week happens in silence, be-
tween stop signs.

By April, thirteen got crowded. Not with
kids—never more than one at a time—but
with offerings. A music teacher left a pack-
et of hot cocoa. A mom who cleans houses
tucked in a bus pass she wasn’t using. One
morning I found a note in looping cursive:

My son used this seat last month. He’s
sleeping better now. Thank you for seeing
him.

On the last day before summer, the bus was
rowdy with the kind of joy that tastes like
freedom. We pulled up to school for the
final time, and before they poured out, I
stood and turned to them.

“Listen,” I said, my voice skipping like a
scratched CD. “Seat thirteen belongs to all
of us. In the fall, if you need it, it’s yours.
If you don’t, help me keep it full.”

They nodded like a tribe that understood
the rules of its fire.

We start again every August. New route
sheets. New faces. Same seat. I still wake
in the dark and pack a bag: socks, snack,
hand warmers in winter, a cold pack in
September heat, a note that says, You mat-
ter more than you know.

People say our country argues too loud to
hear itself think. Maybe. But at 6:12 a.m.,
in the glow of a bus’s dome light, I watch
small hands pass a brown paper bag from
one kid to another without a word. I watch
a seat no one owns become a promise eve-
ryone keeps.

I can’t fix homework or rent or the price of
eggs. But I can claim one square of vinyl
and make sure it never sits empty.

That’s my message, if anyone’s listening:
you don’t need a program to change a life.
You just need a place, a habit, and the
courage to leave something behind for the
next person.
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Lunch With the Chosen

Sunday Prayer

Wednesday Noon

Hosted by Blair
Lord

Well. If you had the

“good fortune” of

having lunch with

The Chosen last

month, you might be

wondering  whether
you’ve recovered enough to continue to
the next episode.

At the risk of spoiling the plot, I will recap
the essentials. Jesus and his followers are
starting to face more hostility as his minis-
try directly challenges the religious au-
thority in Capernaum. Contrary to what
his disciples might wish, Jesus brings the
“woes” to the doors of the local syna-
gogue, and the Pharisees do not take it
lightly. The Roman magistrate of Caper-
naum is also displeased with Jesus’s influ-
ence on the tent city pilgrims and the ap-
parent negligence of Gaius, the officer
who has befriended Matthew and Simon.
Tensions reach a boiling point that spill
into tragedy, and Thomas is left devastat-
ed.

Please join us this Sunday, November 2",
when we watch episode 4, “Calm Before.”
The title might feel a bit misleading given
what we just experienced in the last epi-
sode. In fact, it will foretell the rising
stakes as the rest of the season unfolds.
Do not be afraid! We look forward to see-
ing you with your bagged lunch at 11:45
in the parish hall.

If you would like to continue watching
The Chosen beyond our monthly get-
together, you can access it for free at
thechosen.tv  You can download The
Chosen App to your Amazon FireTV,
Apple TV, or Roku, and on your phone
from the Apple Store or Google Play
Store. Additionally, the show is available
on Amazon Prime.

Sunday Evening Prayer, at 7:00 PM

We use the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer and the readings for the Sunday
Lectionary. It is a quiet service and a
good way to end the weekend and pre-
pare for the week to come. :

Anyone interested can send me an
email to be put on an email distribution
list:
drutledge1225@gmail.com

Sunday Evening Prayer@ 7:00pm
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84700614072
Meeting ID: 847 0061 4072
Passcode: SunEP

Looking for a meditative complement to
Sunday services? Need a peaceful
break mid-week? Join us for the
Wednesday Noon Contemplative Eu-
charist and Meditation in the Parish Hall
chapel. Each Wednesday, about 16-20
of us gather for reflection, meditation,
and Eucharist, led by Father Rick. It
truly is a refreshing reset to the
week. For some, this is their weekly
service they attend. We welcome dona-
tions to our free-will offering plate at
this service.

Taizé Worship

Saint Luke Episcopal
209 South Market St.
Mount Joy, PA.

The first Saturday of
every month @ Spm.

Interested in experienc-
ing meditative worship with candle-
light, chanting with live musicians
(harp, piano, guitar), scripture inter-
spersed with short periods of silence?
Join us as Br. David Rutledge or The
Rev. Martha Harris lead worship.

Upcoming musicians:

November 1 - Nicolette & Phil Norris
vocalists and J. D. Ankey, keyboard

December 6 - John Landis
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Faith in Action Ministries

Hempfield Food Pantry
Thank you for the 212 pounds of food
donated to the pantry in September.
GREAT JOB!

In September, the pantry served:

630 children

950 adults

427 seniors

for a total of 2,007 people served

28 new families were registered in
September

49 volunteers gave 622 hours

Current items requested:

Peanut butter (1 pound size)
Tomato paste

Diced tomatoes
Spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti

Lentils ( 1 pound bags)
Dry beans

Mandarin oranges
Pears

Peaches

Corn

Peas

(No Glass Containers Please)

The mission of the Hempfield Area Food
Pantry is to show the underserved the
gracious love of God by feeding the body,
mind and soul of it's clients with dignity!
The pantry is open Monday and Wed-
nesday from 10 am to 1 pm

ONGOING MINISTRIES:

Books for Prisoners
Hempfield Food Pantry
Collection areas are in the narthex

UPCOMING MINISTRIES:

Nov 1-16 Turkey Drive

Nov/Dec. Jesse Tree
Nov/Dec. ALERT Sock Drive

Jan. 27 2026  First Reformed Dinner

Feb.18-Mar 29 Soles4Souls

Mar. 21-22 Feed Starving Children
Mar. 25 Race Against Racism
April / May 4th Annual Blood Drive
May 12 First Reformed Dinner
July—August  School Supply Drive
Sep. 1 First Reformed Dinner
Volunteers Needed At
Hempfield Food Pantry

The Hempfield Food Pantry is looking for
volunteers to help them at their bread line
station on Monday and Wednesday distri-
butions according to your availability. This
would involve handing out the types of
breads that each family would be entitled
to plus being there as a welcoming face.
The position of bread distributor will be in
the mornings from probably 8:30 to noon
and would include a lot of standing. If in-
terested please contact: Diane Gerlach at
dlsgerlach@comcast.net

Annual Turkey Drive
November 1-16

Donated turkeys residing in the freezer
at the Food Pantry that was donated by
the Caseys

The Annual Turkey Drive for the Hemp-
field Food Pantry will be held November
1 - 16th. Please place your donation in
the freezer by the 16th since delivery of
the turkeys is scheduled for early morn-
ing the 18th.

“Over the last several drives, I used the
voucher I earn at Weis/Giant to donate
to the pantry," said Beth Lynch. Weis,
Giant and Stauffers often run specials
starting Nov. 1st.

ALERT Sock Drive

Last year's sock collection

Watch for specific information in weekly
emails or contact Donna Ray.
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Faith In Action Ministries

Annual 2025 Jesse Tree
Project Begins Anew

Our annual and traditional “season of giv-
ing” is upon us and this also heralds the
start of the Jesse Tree Project. This pro-
gram is the seasonal focus of our Commu-
nity Outreach ministry when giving to the
foster children of COBY's during the holi-
days has been a long-time favorite of this
parish.

This service is known as the Jesse Tree
Project. What Is a Jesse Tree?

The Jesse Tree is a unique Advent custom
and the tradition traces back as far as the
Middle Ages. The earliest Jesse Trees
were made of tapestries, carvings, and
stained glass. These visual displays al-
lowed uneducated people who could not
read or write to learn about the Scriptures
from the time of Creation until the birth of
Jesus.

The word advent means "arrival." Because
Advent is a time to anticipate and prepare
for the arrival of Christ at Christmas. The
Jesse Tree represents the family tree, or
genealogy, of Jesus Christ. It tells the story
of God's salvation plan, beginning with
creation and continuing through the Old
Testament, to the coming of the Messiah.

The name "Jesse Tree" comes from Isaiah
11:1. "Then a shoot will spring from the
stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
will bear fruit." (NASB) The verse refers
to King David's father, Jesse, who is in the
lineage of Jesus Christ. The "shoot" that
grew from the "stem of Jesse," that is, the
royal line of David, is Jesus Christ.

Within your own family, you can make
and add ornaments to a tree that represent
the story of Jesus.

The St. Edward’s Jesse Tree

The St. Edward’s Jesse Tree provides a
peaceful spot under its branch for gifts that
will be given to children in foster care to
make Christmas a little brighter. Through
COBYS Family Services we obtain a list

of children in foster care, their ages, and
their Christmas wishes. We don’t take the
place of Santa. Rather, we act as Santa’s
helpers by adding another gift or two for a
child to open on Christmas morning.

How Can You Participate?

FIRST, you have two options: buy gifts for
a child or make a monetary donation that
will be used to purchase gifts. (Suggested
amount to spend or donate: $50 to $60 per
child)

CHOOSE A MITTEN

— You are to choose the
name of a child by se-
lecting a “mitten” orna-
ment from our tree. The
ornament will identify
items on the child’s wish
list. After you select the
mitten ornament, you
will remove the part of the mitten labeled
as the “Participant” form.

NEXT, you are to complete the form and
return it to the drop-box in the Narthex.
(The form will allow you to indicate
whether you are opting to attach a check
for the “elves” of St. Edwards to purchase
items on the child’s wish list.)

If you are buying gifts for a specific child,
you are asked to bring your wrapped gifts
to the church and place under our Jesse
Tree by the assigned date.

When will this happen?

The mitten ornaments for selection will be
hanging on our tree by November 14. (If
you are unable to pick an actual ornament
from the tree, please let me know and I
will choose one for you.)

All monetary donations should be made by
November 25, if not sooner. Thanks!

UTO Thanksgiving Cam-
paign Nov. 3—24

Collect
your small
change and
engage in a
season  of
gratitude.
Last year,
St. Ed’s
donated $249.50 to the United Thank
Offering Ingathering. 100% of your gift
supported water projects. We will begin
the UTO Thanksgiving campaign on
November 3 and hold the Ingathering on
November 24. Supplies will be in the
narthex.

United

Thank
Offering

Books for Prisoners Program: In our
ministry, we are now accepting monetary
donations for our Books for Prisoners pro-
gram. There is a box in the narthex to
place your donations in. Please contact
Randy Westgate with any questions.

Rahim Family Collection

There is a sign-up
sheet in the Narthex
for the ongoing
Rahim  collection.
Items needed are:
Paper towels, tis-
sues, toilet paper,
shampoo, tooth-
paste, body wash, hand soap, laundry
detergent, fabric softener, dish soap,
dishwasher tablets, kitchen garbage
bags, hand sanitizer.

Please leave donations in baskets un-
der the counter in the Narthex.

Parishioners Helping
Parishioners

Faith In Action has a program that fo-
cuses on St. Edward’s. We call it
“Parishioners Helping Parishioners.” It
has been in place for 5 to 6 years. Yes, it
is important to show that we at St. Ed-
ward’s proactively help the community,
find ways to feed people locally and
world-wide, and cloth our fellow human
beings. It is just as important to take care
of OURSELVES. We have more and
more individuals who are giving up the
keys to their cars. Yes, these individuals
can always stream the service into their
homes, but they lose the camaraderie of
worshipping together in person.

If you are willing to provide a Ride To
Church for someone, please let Beth
Lynch know at 336-707-0140 so she can
match you up with a parishioner in need
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Krist Kindling

By Meredith Aul

Krist Kindling, a beloved 36-year tradition
at St. Edward’s, is still finding its way
since the decision to discontinue evening
home deliveries in 2023 due to changing
demographics of our church family and
also concerns about safety. As many of
you know, this tradition is an Advent ac-
tivity that involves secret gift giving to
and prayers for an assigned family each of
the three weeks leading up to Christmas.

In 2023 we continued the gifting tradition,
only all gifts were delivered to the church.
Last year, we dispensed with the gifts but
kept the prayer part. This version entailed
sending weekly cards of caring and en-
couragement to our secret partners.

One part of this tradition that has not
changed is a shared pot-luck meal where
Krist Kindlers are revealed. What used to
be a time to tell stories of our adventures
became a time to visit with one another
over a shared meal. The pot-luck meal will
be January 17th 2026. At last year’s Soup
and Salad lunch, I took a survey asking if
participants preferred the gift-giving
(2023) or the card sending of 2024 — or
was it time to put the tradition to rest and
move on to other things?

Preferences of messages versus gifts were
about 50/50. No one said, “It’s been fun,
but it’s run its course.” Some people
loved the cards, while others said that
finding an appropriate card or writing a
message was challenging or lost in the
holiday shuffle. Some said they missed
giving gifts.

A suggestion was proposed that we have a
different theme each week using only
“Items Purchased at a Grocery Store.”
The idea is to keep it simple and low key

by limiting shopping at a place we all go
to anyway. Gifts are not meant to be ex-
pensive or burdensome — I suggest a $10
weekly limit.

Let’s try it this year! The dates for gift-
giving are

December 1-5 (pick up on Sunday,
December 7) Theme: “Eats and Treats”

December 8-12 (pick up on Sunday,
December 14) Theme: “Seasonal Sights
and Smells”

December 15-19 (pick up on Sunday

December 21) Theme: “Hope, Peace, Joy,
Love”

All gifts must be delivered to the church.
You may do this anytime during the day
or evening, Monday-Friday. (Not on Sun-
day mornings please!) Bins will be placed
just outside the main doors of the church
for you to place your gift. These will be
taken into the church each morning and
put in a secure place. Gifts will be placed
on a table in the Parish Hall for pick-up
Sunday mornings at coffee hour and after
church.

| [ | | | | [ | | | | | | | | |

We will gather in the parish hall for lunch on Saturday, January 17 for food and fellow-

¥R ship.

Watch for more details in the January Scepter.
-

Sign up to participate on this form and place it in the Krist Kindling box in the narthex
Ot contact Meredith by phone or text: (717)575-2119 for questions or to sign up.

= By November 9. You will receive the name of the person(s) you will be giving your
gifts to during the week of November 16.

Name

Email

Names of participants in your family

Allergies

Ages of youth

[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ | [ I [ [
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October Services

Pictures by Mary Snyder

Amy Yovanovich solo Oct. 12 “Yes, My Jesus Loves Me “

Buddy Yeager Art Hagan Beth Lynch
y € d Donna Burkholder
Jeanne Mosebach Jamie Alton Beth Hake
Bob Mosebach ~ Vanessa Sermon
Homily Helsel
Cindy DiStefano Seth Hake
Drawing for Halloween Beth Lynch Jay and Lori Miller

Fr. Rick basket

Karen Waddill, Buddy Yeager, Peter Weber, Barbara and Vince Czepukaitis, Beth and Seth Hake,
Sharon Hubbard, Curt and Mary Ann Franck, Jamie Alton and Blair Lord The Gospel
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2453 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
Phone 717-898-6276

Email: stedsoffice(@comcast.net

www.sainteds.org

Staff Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Rick Bauer, Vestry Sunday Services
Rector (year term ends)

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I (said)

Michelle Bentley, Parish o
Administrative Assistant ¢ Mike Freshwater(2027) 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I
Karen E. Waddill, Vestry Clerk
Director of Worship Music | ¢ Mary Gibson(2028) Wednesday
Parish Office Hours 4 Ethel Lawrence (2027) 12 Noon: Contemplative Eucharist and Meditation
Tuesday-Friday: 4 Blair Lord (2026)
11AM - 4:00PM Vestry Clerk

$Jay Miller (2026)

Senior Warden
$Bob Mosebach (2026)
$Donna Ray(2028)

$Dan Sanders(2028)
% Kathy Spencer (2027)
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